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Managing the Wenyu River for people and for wildlife
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Dear Mr Deng Naiping, Director General of the Forest and Parks Bureau, Beijing Municipal
Government,

As members of the local community in Shunyi and Chaoyang Districts or regular visitors, we
value the Wenyu River as a place for relaxation and exercise. At the same time, we recognise it is
an important place for wildlife, especially migratory birds.

We understand that part of the river is being designated as a park for both human recreation and
ecological restoration. We support this plan and the importance of ensuring that any
development of the river provides services not only for people but also for nature. This letter
sets out the views of local schools, communities and members of the public.

The Wenyu River is important for water birds all year round but it is especially important in
winter. During colder weather when the large fresh water bodies in the capital, such as
reservoirs and lakes, are covered in ice, the Wenyu river, with its flowing water, offers an
important refuge where water birds can feed and feel safe. And in spring and autumn the river
and its banks are like a highway for migratory birds crossing the capital. During these times,
many different species can be found. In total, more than 300 species of bird, including some
rare and endangered species such as Scaly-sided Merganser (FRAERAG D RS Zhonghua qiu sha ya)
and Yellow-Breasted Bunting (2 f#8 Huang xiéng wi), Class I protected birds in China, have
been recorded along the river, making it one of the most important sites for biodiversity in
Beijing.

In the last few years and continuing today, we have witnessed some developments that have had
a negative effect on biodiversity, causing a reduction the in the numbers of birds and other
wildlife we see and seemingly at odds with the purposes of the Wenyu River Park. For example:

- The replacement of wildlife-friendly natural river banks. Where this is necessary,
open-cell concrete engineered structures could be used which provide riverbank protection
as these also allow for vegetation to cover the bank (as compared to concrete blocks or
stone tiprap).

- Cutting native plants, especially grass, in autumn and winter, and covering the area
with green plastic (this removes the seeds of native grasses and plants that are an
important food source for a variety of small birds in winter, takes away cover for birds and
mammals, and pollutes the soil with microplastics)

- Unnecessarily cleaning up fallen leaves. We suggest to allow fallen leaves to remain
where possible, providing significant benefits to the ecosystem and soil quality as well as
increasing the food supply for birds and small mammals.

- The use of fishing nets in which some diving waterbirds get caught (see photo
below); we suggest increasing awareness via information signage about the law and that
human disturbance negatively impacts the river bank ecosystem and waterbird habitat

- Increased human disturbance along the river bank, making it hard for waterbirds to
rest and feed; we suggest reducing human disturbance, for example through no-cut zones



Waterbirds, especially diving birds such as this female
Common Merganser (- PP, Piting gin sha ya),
can get canght in fishing nets. This photo from Jannary
2021 (Bezjing Forestry University).

Natural river banks and areas with seed-bearing plants and long grass may look untidy to the
uninformed, but anyone who knows about nature will tell you that ‘scruffy’ areas are the best
areas for wildlife. They provide shelter and food for many wintering birds such as buntings and
accentors and will provide places to rest for migratory birds.

We believe that Beijing’s rich biodiversity is a major asset. According to a recent study, due to its
location along a major ‘flyway’, Beijing, with over 500 species, ranks number two among the
capital cities of the G20 major economies in terms of the number of bird species recorded. This
is a jewel in the crown and should be a sense of pride for Beijing. However, it cannot be taken
for granted and if the park developments and changes to the way land and waterways are
managed do not take into account the needs of biodiversity and wildlife, they will slowly
undermine Beijing’s biodiversity.

Many of us are young people who, in the next few years, will be considering where to live and
settle down after our studies. We will compare the relative merits of cities around the world.
The abundance and diversity of wildlife, in addition to the availability of recreational
opportunities, will be one of the key factors in our decision.

We believe that with careful planning, the needs of both humans and wildlife can be
accommodated along the Wenyu River, providing excellent recreational facilities, and protecting
and nurturing abundant wildlife, making Shunyi and Chaoyang the most attractive districts in
Beijing. This will not only set a leadership example for other districts but, importantly, will help
to improve Beijing’s image domestically and overseas.

To put this into context, 2021 is the year when China will host the 15" Conference of the Parties
(COP15) to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. More than 190 countries
are due to meet in Kunming where they are expected to agree on a new international framework
to protect and restore biodiversity across the world. This is the most important meeting ever on
the environment and comes at a critical time. If we continue along the trajectory we are on, we
may lose 30-50% of all species on Earth by 2050, presenting profound risks to our economies
and public health. And, although the agreement in Kunming will be critical, national
governments alone cannot fix this problem. If we are to succeed, it is vital that regions,
provinces, cities, businesses and communities all play their part in protecting and restoring our
biodiversity. We, as residents of Shunyi and Chaoyang Districts, are determined to support the
local government in doing what it can to protect and nurture the wildlife in our District to help
people and wildlife, to support the Kunming Agreement, and to deliver on President Xi’s visions
of ‘eco-civilisation” and a ‘beautiful China’.



Yours sincerely
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